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IT’S A NEW DAWN 
 

In the past few weeks, we have participated in the season of Advent, preparing for the birth of the Infant Jesus.  I 
looked up synonyms for the word “advent” and found that, in addition to the word birth, it can mean the arrival,   
emergence, or dawn of something or someone.  It seems appropriate that we, as a faith community, are looking       
forward to the arrival of a new year, the emergence from our challenges of 2021, and the dawn of a recommitment to 
live out our published mission to “exist as a family to serve God and all people by living the Gospel of Christ.” 
 
There is much to look forward to. In spite of pandemic restrictions and protocols, we have been able to ease back into 
some of the ministries and activities that balance our church life.  While we must be vigilant about the status of the 
coronavirus and its variants, we have advocated vaccination and still observe safe ways to accomplish things. 
 
We’re well on our way to renewal.  On the first day of Advent, we welcomed Deacon Brenda Kroll back and she     
immediately met with lay eucharistic ministers (LEMs) to provide comprehensive refresher training.  This means that 
we will have established practices for LEMs already licensed and can welcome new volunteers to that role, all of 
whom will be trained consistently and fully supported.  A mid-week Morning Prayer service was also established by 
Deacon Brenda, with training for lectors and a regular Wednesday-at-11 o’clock time slot.  I encourage all who are  
interested to join us for this lovely service. Plans are underway to add a Holy Eucharist to mid-week worship, as well. 
 
In January, we welcome the year 2022 with clergy assignments, most surely a long-term, part-time interim rector, and 
three new vestry members.  (All of this will have been announced in detail by the time this article is published).  The 
clergy and lay leadership of Holy Trinity will provide stability, sound business management, and representation of the 
congregation in all things.  Most of all, worship, music, scriptures and fellowship will reinforce our faith and our 
church family. 
 
I am encouraged ~ excited, really ~ about the rise in our energy level at Holy Trinity.  Many 
of you are pitching in to support needed roles and responsibilities.  We are returning to some 
familiar things and finding ways to consider new approaches.  Our outreach activities during 
Advent were hearty and generously served. I hope you are encouraged, too.  It’s a new dawn.  
Let’s greet it as we have Mary’s infant Son, who was born at dawn in a humble stable to   
become the Son of God and Prince of Peace.  He has left us with much work to do in His 
Name:  to live the Gospel and serve the God whose Name is LOVE. 
 
As always, keep the faith, harbor hope, and live in love.  Happy New Year! 
 
                                                                  Susan Read  
                                                                Senior Warden 

Advent at Holy Trinity 

“And now abideth faith, hope, love; 
these three . . .” I Corinthians 13:13 

 
A message from your Senior Warden 

~ Susan Read ~ 
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WELCOME TO 
THE HISTORY CORNER 

 
The Story of Holy Trinity 

Episcopal Church 
Hot Springs Village, Arkansas 

 
Kay Cantrell, Historian 

AWAY IN A MANGER 
 

Do you have a crèche?  Do you still put it out each Christmas or has the tradition gone by the wayside since 
the children have grown up and left for their separate households?  I still have the crèche my parents bought 
in 1948 for my first Christmas.  It’s not much – made out of what passed for         
fiberboard at that time.  The small figures are ceramic and they include Mary,       
Joseph, Infant Jesus, and three sheep – all glued to the fiberboard.  Funds were too 
scarce to add shepherds and wise men.  At the back of the crèche there is a hole large 
enough for one of the old-fashioned Christmas tree light bulbs to fit so that the bulb 
cast its light on the Infant Jesus as if it were the “Bright Star in the East.”  Because it 
could be used with the Christmas tree lights, our crèche was always placed under the 
tree in the front and connected to a string of lights.  These days the twinkle lights 
don’t fit the hole, so the crèche is relegated to a table nearby.   
 
Did you ever wonder how the tradition of having a crèche or nativity scene began?  St. Francis of Assisi had 
a special devotion to the Infant Jesus, and he is credited with creating the first Nativity scene on Christmas 
Eve of the year 1223.  He recreated the scene of Christ's birth in a special service and Mass he held inside of 
a cave, inviting both his fellow friars and the townspeople to join in the celebration.  St. Francis set up an 
empty manger, the feeding trough of farm animals, to serve as Jesus' crib inside the cave and included a live 
ox and donkey beside the manger just as it was on that first Christmas night.  Through these visual aids he 
wanted everyone to understand how Christ came into the world in poverty and simplicity. 
 
There are no rules for displaying a crèche, but there are customs.  Although the crèche itself is a Christmas 
tradition, many people or churches like Holy Trinity display their crèches during Advent because Advent is 
the season of preparation for the Nativity.  Usually, if the crèche figures stand alone, the manger will remain 
empty and the Holy Family will not be placed in the crèche until Christmas Eve because you can’t have the 
Infant Jesus in the manger until he is actually born.  This year  on Christmas Eve,  Holy Trinity reestablished 

During the procession on Christmas Eve, Senior Warden Susan Read carried the Infant Jesus figurine and placed it in 
the cradle that had remained empty throughout Advent.  Following the service, Dr. Joshua Brown, HT Music Director, 
showed his daughter Myra Claire the crèche and the Infant Jesus in the cradle. 
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the tradition of carrying the Infant Jesus figurine in the procession and placing it in the empty manger.  The 
honor fell to Senior Warden Susan Read.  In some families, their traditions call on the eldest child or the 
eldest member of the family to place the Infant Jesus in the manger.  Also, traditionally, the shepherds and 
their flock will not be added until after the Infant Jesus appears in the manger and the angels have had a 
chance to appear to the shepherds.  If you continue with tradition, the Three Wise Men (or Kings) will not 
be added to the Nativity scene at home or in churches until January 6, aka the Epiphany.  Holy Trinity     
follows tradition and does not add the Three Wise Men until Epiphany.  On January 6, the Nativity tableau 
is complete.   
  
In my household, January 7 is the day that the Christmas decorations – lights, tree, crèche, etc. – are taken 
down and packed away until the next year, although when we were growing up, the length of time to keep 
up the Christmas decorations depended solely on how dry the Christmas tree was.  The tree was real during 
those years.  If we made a bad pick for our tree, Mother would have to decree that the tree be taken down on 
Christmas night.  Today’s penchant for fake trees makes it a lot easier to keep up traditions. 
 
As we celebrate the Christmas season and wait for the coming of the Magi, we can all enjoy the beauty of 
the crèche that Tony Lipari made for Holy Trinity.  According to Tony, Juddie Wachtel encouraged him to 
make a new crèche to replace the original, rather lackluster, crèche that Holy Trinity had always used.     
According to Juddie, the figures of the Holy Family, animals, shepherds, and the Kings needed a new     
crèche.  In December 2017, Tony finished his work and Holy Trinity used the new crèche for the first time.  
This is the crèche that intrigued Myra Claire after the Christmas Eve service this year.  “Oh! To see it all 
again through the eyes of a child.” 
        Kay Cantrell, Parish Historian 

CHRISTMAS  EVE   

AT  HOLY  TRINITY 
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JOYFUL EPISCOPALIANS 

On November 20th, Steve Mason 
carded his fourth hole-in-one.  He 
was playing Ponce Golf Course 
and was on hole four.  He used an 
8 iron.  Congratulations!!! 

Debbie Masters narrated the Crystal 
Chimes Concert Cocoa, Cookies, & Carols. 
Several HT parishioners attended for 
some early Christmas spirit.  

Ron Knocke, Tony Mayerhofer,  
Lin Frieheim, Tommy Wachtel, 
and Rhonda Pope worked like 
Santa’s elves during their monthly 
service at Jackson House in Hot 
Springs. 

On December 7, 2021, ECW held their 
annual Advent luncheon at the DeSoto 
Club.   

On December 20th, Don Scott was  
surprised with a birthday party 
celebrating 96 years.  The party was 
held at the Texas Roadhouse in Hot 
Springs. 

After an earlier postponement 
due to COVID, John and Susan 
Schmidt welcomed their care 
group to their home for a home 
blessing service conducted by 
Father Bruce Limozaine. 

Wayne Dyer and his dinner companions 
are really to “chow down.” 

Many HT parishioners 
answered the call to help 
organizers Nancy and   
Tony Mayerhofer pack and 
deliver Christmas boxes 
and Angel Tree presents to 
needy families in the HSV 
area. 
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DON’T FORGET:   HSU CONCERT ON JANUARY 22,  2022 

MUSICAL NOTES 

PIANO AND FLUTE RECITAL 

Holy Trinity Community, 
 
The choir has had a wonderful time preparing Advent and Christmas music over the last several months.  I 
am so proud of their dedication and how they have been flexible, patient and adaptable during a time of       
transition.  I am particularly proud of the new anthem they learned, “Lo, How a Rose,” which they          
performed twice recently.  If you were not able to hear them, you can listen to the streamed video of the 
Christmas Eve service on the Holy Trinity Facebook page.  I am excited to work with them on music for  
the spring! 
 
We all really enjoyed our fall Arts Series performances, which included an organ recital, opera singers from 
Ouachita Baptist University, and Dr. Carlos Feller’s and Dr. Mary Chung’s flute and piano recital.  It was 
such a joy to share these musicians and see both familiar and new faces at each of these events.   
 
We have a number of exciting musical events planned for 2022.  First is the Henderson State University 
(HSU) President’s Concert, which will be at 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, January 22, 2022, at Holy                
Trinity.  These student performers were chosen as part of a competitive audition and will most certainly  
impress all who hear them.  This performance is an example of how Holy Trinity and the Hot Springs     
Village community are supportive of the arts and music education by supporting students from HSU!   
 
On February 27, during the 10:30 a.m. service, the choir will present the annual Jazz Mass.  We have some 
exciting new arrangements of familiar hymns and songs.  You will not want to miss that.  In fact, we would 
love for you to invite any friends who don’t normally attend the 10:30 service to come and enjoy this       
musical change of pace. 
 
On March 20, at 3:00 p.m., we will close our 2021-2022 Holy Trinity Arts Series with the Quapaw String      
Quartet.  Their performance the last time they visited Holy Trinity was a hit.  Like all of the Arts Series  
performances, this performance is free and open to the public.  If you would like copies of the Arts Series 
flyer, you are welcome to email me at josh.holytrinity@gmail.com.  Thanks for your support of all the    
musical activities here at Holy Trinity! 
 
      Josh 

Dr. Mary Chung and Dr. Carlos Feller 
at the HT recital on November 14, 2021 

Dr. Joshua Brown introducing 
the HT piano and flute recital 

mailto:josh.holytrinity@gmail.com
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A BELATED WELCOME TO HOLY TRINITY! 

On Friday, December 3, 2021, the Holy Trinity St. Francis Chapter of The Daughters of the King® filled 
bags with supplies for the forty-one teachers of the Mountain Pine Elementary School.  The teachers     
generally purchase supplies to use in their classrooms at their own expense.  A wish list of needed supplies 
was requested by Arlene Hodgson and purchased by Daughters.  DOK also received support from our local 
Walmart and Hobby Lobby to help with purchasing supplies.  Bags were delivered on December 6.  

On Friday, November 5, 2021, Linda Shay, President of the Holy 
Trinity St. Francis Chapter of the Daughters of the King® (DOK), 
presented checks in the amount of $1,008.00 to HSV Animal    
Welfare League President Sue Luse, and Shelley Shepherd, First 
Vice President and Foster & Adoption Coordinator.  Monies were 
donated by parishioners and community residents who attended the 
tenth annual Blessing of the Animals hosted by the Holy Trinity 
DOK on October 4, 2021. 

THE DAUGHTERS OF THE KING®  

Fr. Don was a farm manager before entering seminary at Nashotah House in Wisconsin.  He served churches 
in Missouri and Louisiana.  Fr. Don likes to read and to play golf.  After being a stay-at-home mom for fifteen 
years, Gerry held several jobs, including admissions analyst at Southeastern Louisiana University and parish 
administrator at St. Paul’s Holy Trinity in New Roads.  Gerry likes to crochet, sew, knit, quilt, re-cane        
furniture, create mosaics, etc.  Holy Trinity has benefited from Gerry’s skills with the beautiful altar displays 
she has created for us.  When she is not crafting, Gerry is reading – over 100 books a year. 

Fr. Don and Gerry Brown moved to HSV from New Roads, 
Louisiana, in July 2019, just a few months before the COVID 
shutdown.  After owning a timeshare in Los Lagos for twenty 
years, they decided to retire to the Village because, according 
to Gerry, “It feels like coming home.”  Fr. Don currently serves 
as a supply priest for the Episcopal church in Mena and for  
Holy Trinity for the Saturday service. 
 
Fr. Don and Gerry began their married life in Russellville,   
Arkansas, twenty-five years ago.  They have a blended family 
with Don’s two children (Penny and Jaime), Gerry’s two 
(Mario and Holly), and Gabby the dachshund.  In total, they 
have ten grandchildren.  Jaime and her family live in          
Russellville. Fr. Don and Gerry Brown 

Gabby 



Jane 

Bill and Karan 

If you have something of interest, photographs, activity or event notices to be included in the  
Village Episcopalian, please send it to Kay Cantrell, Editor, at kayscats@aol.com. 
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Ruth Schandag 
September 27, 1928 — December 10, 2021 

Mary Ann Geiger is remembered by her family as vibrant, courageous,  
adventurous, and wise.  She pursued life to the fullest.  After raising two 
sons, Mary Ann went to nursing school.  She loved to play golf and     
cherished the many friends she had on the fairways.  Until her health      
interfered, Mary Ann would play pickleball four hours daily after having 
walked eight miles.  She loved Hot Springs Village, often saying that the 
Village was where her soul was healed. 
 
According to her family, Mary Ann was a fighter.  She received a stem cell 
transplant for MDS/Leukemia which extended her life for at least five 
more precious years.  Mary Ann is survived by her lifelong partner Marilyn 
Smith, her sons JR and Michael (wife Heike), lifelong friends Liza and 
Connie, her three granddaughters, numerous nieces and nephews, and the 
entire Amy/Prince and Kummer families. 
 
A celebration of her life will be held at Holy Trinity on January 8, 2022, at 
1:00 p.m. 

Mary Ann Geiger 
January 1, 1944 — December 23, 2021 

As one HT parishioner wrote in 
Ruth’s birthday card, “Your smile 
and your attitude are my envy.” 

In the early hours of December 10, Ruth Schandag passed away at the age 
of ninety-three.  According to her longtime friends Trish and Ron Knocke, 
Ruth and Hank Schandag were already active members in Holy Trinity 
Church when the Knockes came to the Village in 1997.  The Knockes and 
Schandags became friends and sat together every Sunday.  Ron and Hank, 
who served as Junior Warden, worked together around the church and 
yard.  Hank made the wooden bridge in the parking lot.  Ruth was a    
faithful and active participant in Bible Study, greeters, Cursillo, ECW, and 
care groups.  While in HSV, she exercised regularly at the natatorium.  
She especially liked “Turtles,” a water exercise class at the natatorium. 
 
In 2018, Ruth celebrated her ninetieth birthday with a party and family  
reunion at Holy Trinity.  This party was a gala celebration with her HSV 
friends and over thirty family members who attended the 10:30 a.m.      
service and coffee hour that followed.  In 2021, Ruth relocated to Arizona 
to be closer to her daughter Karen. 
 
Ruth is survived by her two daughters, Karen and Cindy; son Gary; six 
granddaughters; and thirteen great-grandchildren. 
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Jack Grande (1/2) 
Yvonne Muchowski (1/3) 
Anne Kiessling (1/5) 
Rich Zavrel (1/5) 
Sandy Donnelly (1/6) 
Tom Durant (1/10) 
Bill Monson (1/10) 
Jean Hemler (1/14) 
Nancy Holst (1/15) 

Trish Knocke (1/16) 
Brian Kroll (1/17) 
Kate Hager (1/21) 
Reg Read (1/25) 
Dorla Lipari (1/26) 
Dick Nelson (1/26) 
Dave Keith (1/29) 
Candace Ludeke (1/30) 

HOLY TRINITY BIRTHDAYS – JANUARY 2022 

Don & Gerry Brown (1/4) 
Guy & Pat Shaha (1/5) 
Clif & Betty Haygood (1/7) 
Rick & Jan Ellis (1/13) 
Hal & Deb Thompson (1/13) 
Henry & LaVonne Speak (1/18) 
Jens Hjorth-Jensen & Candace Ludeke (1/25)  

HOLY TRINITY ANNIVERSARIES – JANUARY 2022 

HOLY TRINITY BIRTHDAYS – FEBRUARY 2022 

Mary Ann Kalvelage (2/4) 
Clif Haygood (2/5) 
Clarence Hodgson (2/6) 
Sharon Scruggs (2/6) 
Kay Cantrell (2/7) 
Maggie Ferriman (2/12) 
Bruce Limozaine (2/13) 
Joe Stewart (2/15) 
Nancy Boyes (2/16) 
Carol Dyer (2/16) 
Jill Stevens (2/18) 

Jim Denny (2/19) 
Sandy Shepherd (2/19) 
Deborah Dutton (2/20) 
Deb Thompson (2/20) 
Juanita Langston (2/22) 
Charles Radcliff (2/22) 
Julia Milano (2/25) 
Julian Palinski (2/26) 
Suzanne Sherman (2/27) 
Gerry Brown (2/27) 

HOLY TRINITY ANNIVERSARIES – FEBRUARY 2022 

Dick & Norinne Nelson (2/7) 
Dick & Anne Kiessling (2/9) 

Mike & Marj Morgan (2/24) 
Bob & Ginny Pettey (2/28) 

In the November VE, I inadvertently identified this photograph taken 
at the Blessing of the Animals as members of the ECW, and I           
referenced the ECW in the main article.  I apologize for my error.  
These Holy Trinity ladies are Daughters of the King®,  and they   
sponsored the event in October.  
     ~ Kay Cantrell, Editor 


